
Episcopal Church of the Nativity 
Sunday, June 21, 2026 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Stephen Siproth, Preaching &Presiding 
The Rev. Rebecca Morehouse, Deacon 

Prelude	 	 	 	 “Arabesque”	 	 	 Debussy 
Opening Hymn	 	 “Christ for the World We Sing”	 Hymn #537 vv. 1-3	   
Gloria	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 BCP p. 356 
Collect for the Day 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Service Leaflet 
First Reading 	 	 	 Genesis 21:8-21		 	 Service Leaflet 
Psalm 	 	 	 	 Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17		 Service Leaflet 
Second Reading 	 	 Romans 6:1b-11		 	 Service Leaflet	 	  
Gospel Reading 	 	 Matthew 10:24-39	 	 Service Leaflet 
Sermon 
Nicene Creed 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 BCP p. 358 
Prayers of the People 
Confession of Sin 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 BCP p. 360 
The Peace 
Eucharistic Prayer B	 	 	 	 	 	 	 BCP p. 367-369 
The Lord's Prayer 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 BCP p. 364 
The Breaking of  
Post Communion Prayer 	 	 	 	 	 	 BCP p. 366 
Birthday Prayer 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 BCP p. 830 
Blessing 
Closing Hymn 	 	  “They Cast Their Nets 	 	 Hymn #661 vv. 1, 3, 4 

In Galilee”  

Postlude	 	 	 	 “Rondeau”	 	 	 Mouret 



Collect of the Day 
O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never 
fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your 
loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson 		 	 	 	 	 	 	           Genesis 21:8-21 

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac 
was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 
Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave 
woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son 
Isaac.”   
The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. But God said to 
Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; 
whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall 
be named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, 
because he is your offspring.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and 
a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and 
sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.  

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then 
she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for 
she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she 
lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God 
called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be 
afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and 
hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” Then God opened 
her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave 
the boy a drink.  

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert 
with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him 
from the land of Egypt. 

Psalm 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	         Psalm 86:1-10; 16-17 

1 Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, * 
for I am poor and in misery. 

2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; * 
save your servant who puts his trust in you. 

3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; * 
I call upon you all the day long. 
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4 Gladden the soul of your servant, * 
for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, * 
and great is your love toward all who call upon you. 

6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, * 
and attend to the voice of my supplications. 

7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, * 
for you will answer me. 

8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, * 
nor anything like your works. 

9 All nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, * 
and glorify your Name. 

10 For you are great; 
you do wondrous things; * 
and you alone are God. 

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; * 
give your strength to your servant; 
and save the child of your handmaid. 

17 Show me a sign of your favor, 
so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; * 
because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
The Second Reading	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Romans 6:1b-11 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we 
who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried 
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that 
the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

The Gospel		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Matthew 10:24-39 
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Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above 
the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household! 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 
nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do 
not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 
before my Father in heaven.  

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword.  

For I have come to set a man against his father,  
and a daughter against her mother,  
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;  
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  

Prayer List: 
IN THE DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER, WE PRAY FOR THE CONGREGATION OF ST. 
ALBAN’S, IN ALBANY.  FOR OUR MEMBERS: FOR JAMIE, NANCY B, NINA A, NORMA, 
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DUANE, STEVE K, BARBARA B, DENNY AND FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY, MILES, 
VIOLET & AARON, BY, PHIL, GREG, NICK, KATHIE, JOHN S, SUZIE, BILL, IVA, LYNN, 
CHRIS, RUSS, KATHERINE AND ADAM.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
Senior Lunch Gathering are held on last Thursday of the month.  Gather in the kitchen 
at noon and bring your brown bag lunch. 

Flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in gratitude for the Church of Nativity 
by Susan Monahan. 

We welcome today The Rev. Stephen Siproth as our Celebrant and Preacher and Enid 
Albedi as our Pianist. 

Charity of the Month, June, 2026 
OUR CHARITY THIS MONTH IS The Trevor Project, an America non-profit 
organization founded in 1998.  Focused on suicide prevention efforts for LGBTQ youth. 

Sunday, June 28, 9:00 am   Morning Prayer with Deacon Rebecca Morehouse. 

Scott will be on vacation from 6/23-7/14.  We will miss him and wish him a restful and 
fun time. 
  
The Garden is open for business! 
If you'd like to rent a garden box, it is $50 for the year. Please contact us here if you 
are interested! 
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