Episcopal Church of the Nativity San Rafael
First Lent Sunday, March 5, 2023

The Word of God

Penitential Order

ENTRANCE HYMN  The God of Abraham praise				H401

OPENING ACCLAMATION  (BCP p. 351)

DECALOGUE (BCP p. 350)

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 351)

KYRIE (BCP p. 356)								S86

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 218)
FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a
The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.
PSALM:  121 (BCP 779)
SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
SEQUENCE HYMN  	I to the hills will lift mine eyes		H668
GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

THE SERMON					THE REV. KIRSTEN SNOW SPALDING

THE CREED (BCP p. 358)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  FORM IV (BCP p. 388)

We pray for our parish members: Jamie, Nancy, Marge, Donna, Dan, Nina A. Marian, Steve, Norma, and Jane.

We pray for our friends and family John, Niles, Diedre, Mary Lou, Seanna, Kevin, Nancy Jane, Walter, Les, Jeannie, Lisa, Bill, Hudson, Steve and Kathy W.

We pray for those who have died and those who mourn remembering especially those who have died in the war in Ukraine, those who have died in the earthquake in Syria and Turkey and David Clegg.

THE PEACE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

See our Lenten Program flyer and join us this week for In the Midst of Life We Are in Death, beginning Monday 5:30-6:30 p.m. on zoom.

Join us tonight, March 5 for Gratitude Revealed. a wonderful new movie 7-9 p.m. in the Nativity Sanctuary with popcorn. 

We will with thanksgiving receive offerings of Nativity pledges and plate today.  You can contribute by sending a check to the church or by using the “Give” button on our website,www.nativityonthehill.org.

All who participate in this Holy Eucharist virtually receive the full benefits of the sacrament by coming with the intention of being united with Christ and one another. (BCP 457).




The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY HYMN   O love, how deep, how broad, how high	H448

The Great Thanksgiving

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 361)

PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 379)

SANCTUS (BCP p. 362)								S124

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363)

The Breaking of the Bread

FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364)						S154

COMMUNION HYMN								Taize
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; when I call answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; come and listen to me.
(Repeat)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365)

BIRTHDAY PRAYERS. (BCP p. 830)

BLESSING (BCP p. 366)

POST-COMMUNION HYMN 	How firm a foundation ye saints of the Lord	H637

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366)
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